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theless, good fruits with it.    He enforced order with a steady
will; he made law obeyed and respected, to a degree never
seen in Ireland before.    The great despot, too, kept the petty
despots under;  from the prelate and the peer to the last
settler, the classes, which had domineered in Ireland, found
their occupation of wrong gone; the jackals shrunk from the
lordly lion.    If he confiscated, on an immense scale, this was
done without distinction of blood  and creed; the lands of
Protestant an*l Catholic, of Saxon and Celt, were equally grist
to his mill; Irishmen had alike to submit to the rights of
conquest    If the Church policy of Stratford, too, was bad,
especially in irritating the Scotch colonists, devoted adherents
of John Knox, he was the first and one of the few Viceroys who
made a real effort to reform the flagrant abuses of the Irish
Anglican Church; and many as were his faults, it may be said
of him, that he stood supreme above Irish factions, and gave
Ireland at least a strong and firm government    Nor can it be
doubted that this eminent ruler greatly improved the material
state of the island; he opened sources of commerce, lessened
* taxation, encouraged agriculture in many ways; and Ireland
owes her linen manufacture to Mm.    The good results were
seen in a very short space of time; the prosperity of Ireland,
such as it was, made a marked and even a rapid advance.   An
historian, by no means partial to Strafiford, has thus described
what was best in his rule:  "Peace, order, obedience and
industry distinguished the present period froni that of any
former  administration;   the value  of  land was " increased;
commerce extended; the customs amounted to almost four
times   their former sum;   the   commodities   exported from
Ireland were twice as much in value as the foreign merchan-
dise imported; and shipping was found to have increased
even an hundredfold1."
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